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The Plus Program
Background

New York State OTDA issued a regulatory waiver that allowed 
localities to create rental assistance supplements necessary to 
address homelessness for Public Assistance clients

On October 19, 2004, NYC Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg created 
Housing Stability Plus (HSP) to re-house homeless individuals and 
families, and prevent homelessness for families reunifying with 
their children from foster care

Discontinued the use of Section 8 vouchers and NYCHA housing 
units to re-house families transitioning from shelter to permanent 
housing

Insufficient supply to meet need
End incentive for entering shelter
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Housing Stability Plus
Coordinated Rental Assistance Proposal

Linked to Public Assistance
Addition to Public Assistance base shelter allowance
Competitive with market rates

Encourages individuals and families to move 
towards self-sufficiency

Five year duration
Graduated stepdown – 20 percent annual reduction of 
HSP supplement to encourage self-sufficiency at an 
achievable rate 
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Housing Stability Plus

Family Apartment PA Shelter HSP Shelter Maximum 
Size Size Allowance Supplement Rent Amount

1 0 BR $277 $488 $765 
2 1 BR $283 $537 $820 
3 2 BR $400 $525 $925 
4 2BR $450 $475 $925 
5 3BR $501 $675 $1,176 
6 3BR $524 $652 $1,176 
7 4BR $546 $851 $1,397 

HSP Shelter Supplement/

Maximum Shelter Allowance
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Family Shelter Population 
Applications
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HSP Placements 
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Family Shelter Census
Families in Shelter*
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FY 01

FY 05 8,770 8,784 8,846 8,910 8,888 8,710 8,670 8,668 8,534 8,370 8,220 8,108

FY 04 9,268 9,189 9,195 9,171 9,183 9,142 9,078 9,107 9,096 9,082 8,995 8,798

FY 03 8,111 8,429 8,731 8,898 8,991 9,110 9,139 9,230 9,220 9,214 9,254 9,225

FY 02 6,351 6,502 6,505 6,535 6,602 6,736 6,876 7,090 7,337 7,595 7,782 7,903

FY 01 5,188 5,241 5,327 5,408 5,464 5,507 5,543 5,593 5,661 5,805 5,960 6,054

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

*Includes Families with Children and Adult Couples
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Funding
State waiver allowed access to TANF funds

Shared between City, State, and Federal 
depending on client’s TANF Status

NYC portion varies between 25 and 50 percent
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Policy Implications
Compliance with Public Assistance

Early Response Team
Aftercare

Self-Sufficiency
Employment
Work Support Proposal
Aftercare

Ineligible Populations
Employed
SSI


